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Chairman,  ^i^s.  Field  an.d  Gerilemeii, 


I  have  tno  hr'^o’,11''  to 
of  the  Startf vctL  data]  n 


prefer!'.,  r.^v  rnpo.rt  on  the  health 

'•t  Ir.r:  the  fea’o  ended  31st  December,  1955 • 


The  mid- /ear  pepniation,  as  estimated  b/  the  Registrar 
General  v;as  5070  a  decrease  of  10  under  that  for  the  j'-ear  1954. 

The  total  niimber  of  births  was  6l  as  compared  with  69 
in  the  previous  year  and  once  again  there  were  no  maternal  deaths 
but  in  1955  there  were  5  infantile  deaths  -  tv;o  of  these  v/ere 
premature  twins  who  only  survived  for  6  hours  and  2  days 
respectively,  the  latter  died  at  the  Children's  Hospital  in 
Stochton-on-Tees . 


Another  infantile  death  occurred  at  2  days  of  age 
due  to  prematurity  and  two  deaths  were  due  to  Broncho  Pneiuionia, 
one  at  4  weehs  old  v/ith  congenital  abnormalities  and  the  fifth 
death  due  to  Whooping  Cough  at  5  months  of  age.  In  1954  there 
were  no  inf  antile  deaths. 

There  were  no  stillbirths  in  1955. 

The  death  rate  13.5  (64  deaths)  is  higher  than  the 
corresponding  rate  for  1954  but  is  rather  lower  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  at  11,70. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  heart  disease  (28) 
and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (15);  there  were  9 
deaths  from  cancer  (11  in  1954)  and  one  death  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  this  latter  case  had  been  an  inward  transfer  from 
County  Durham  where  the  pa  tient  had  presumably  acquired  this  infection. 

Infectious  diseases  ^iere  not  very  prevalent  in  1955? 
measles  accounting  for  21  of  the  2c-  cases  notified  -  there  were  3 
cases  of  Whooping  Gough,  one  of  which  was  fatal  aged  5  months  as  re¬ 
corded  above  under  inffintile  mortality. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  tha,t  there  were  no  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  and  no  new  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
District  in  1955. 

Diphtheria  has  been  pr  actically  abolished  owing  to  the 
complete  success  of  artifical  immunisation  and  68  children  completed 
a  course  of  immunisation  during  the  j^ear.  It  is  only  by  imr.Tunisation 
that  this  potential  menace  can  r  emain  conquered. 

Successful  vaccination  numbered  25  of  which  17  were  in 
0-5  Ji^ears  grou.p  giving  a  percentage  of  27.5  vaccinated  out  of  6l 
births,  an  improved  figi'-re  on  that  for  1954  but  still  too  low  to 
be  considered  satisfactory. 

The  Public  Health  vrork  of  the  District  has  been 
carried  out  as  usual  and  I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Hunter,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  kind  co-operation  at  all  times  and  my 
clerical  staff  for  their  constant  help  and  conscentious  work. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Fealt’a;  xW.  Cr/in.  K.B.jM.B.,  Ch.B,,  D.P.H. 

Seuiitary  Inspectori-  M^.TeAzhcrcft,  C.P»3*I. ,  (Marcii.  1955) 

11c.  O.D.  Hunter,  r.P.A.,  li.S.I.A.  (Appointed  1-8-55) 


GEHSRAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres, 

Resident  Popiilation,  mid-year  estimate, 
Number  of  inhabitated  houses,  . . . 
Rateable  value  at  1st  April, 1955,  ... 
Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  . . . 
Rate  in  £  levied  at  1st  April,  1955, 


. . .  97630 

. . .  5070 

...  1409 
...  £50,734 
. . .  £206/16/- 
. . .  10/6 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS.  The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 

6l  as  against  69  in  1954*  T  he  birth  rate  comparisons  shows 
that  the  rate  for  the  District  is  higher  than  that  for 
the  rest  of  England  and  Wales. 

Birth  Rate  Comparisons. 

Live  births  per  1,000  population 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths, 

as  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factors. 


Live  B:r*ths 

Stillbirths 

Startforth  Rural  District,  1954 

11.61 

28.37 

Startforth  Rural  District,  1955 

15.16 

00.00 

England  and  Wales,  1955, 

15.00 

23.10 

Analysis  of  Births. 

Live 

Births. 

Stillbirths. 

12^ 

1225 

1.924  m3. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

K.  F.  M.  F. 

Legitimate, 

35  31 

27  33 

11. 

Illegitimate, 

Jt 

a  .2. 

T  otals 

2i 

M 

1  1  i 

DEATHS.  Jiaternal  Mortality.  Ar^rain. 

as  in  the  past  seven  yesrs  there 

was  no  case  of  a  woman  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  child¬ 
birth  in  the  District;  this  coiTOares  most  favourably  with  the 
maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales, 
which  for  1955  was  .64  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths. 

Infantile  liortality.  Five  children  under  one  year  died  in 
1955,  this  compares  unfavourably  with  none  in  1954* 

T  he  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  24.90. 


Inf antile  Deaths 


1. 

Female, 

2  weeks 

2. 

Female, 

2  days, 

3. 

Female, 

6  hours 

4. 

Male , 

5  month, 

5. 

Male, 

2  days. 

Broncho  Pneumonia, Spina  Bifida, 

Prematuiity,  (Twin  3f) 

Prematuritj^,  (Tvjin  h) 

Suppurative  broncho  nneumonia,Vlhooping  Cough, 
Prematurity, 


Infantile  Mortality  Comparisons, 


Per  1,000  live  births , 


Startforth  Rural  District, 1954  00,00 
Startforth  Rural  District, 1955  81,97 
England  and  Wales,  1955;  24-, 90 


Deaths  from  all  causes.  During  1955  there  were  64  deaths  from 
all  causes  registered  in  the  District,  as  against  47  in 
1954;  5-  higher  rate  than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Death  rates  comparisons.  Death  Rate  per  1,000  pop, 

Startforth  Rural  District, 1954  9,25 

Startforth  Rural  District, 1955  13.50 

England  and  Wales,  1955  11,70 


Causes  of  all  Deaths  and  Sexes. 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory, 

Whooping  Cough, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach, 

”  ”  lung, bronchus, 

”  breast, 

”  ”  uterus. 

Other  maaignant  and  Lymphatic  i'leoplasms. 

Leukaemia,  . 

Diabetes,  ..... 

Vascular  .Lesions  of  Nervous  System, 
Coronary  Disease,  angina. 

H^'pertonsion  with  Ilo^ii’t  Disease, 

Other  Heart  Diseases, 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases, 

Pneumonia,  . 

Bronchitis,  . 

Congenital  Malformations, 

Other  defined  and  Ill- defined  diseases. 
Suicide,  . 


2m 

M.  F. 
,  1 

1 

3  1 
2 


2  1 


•  • 

7  8 

4  8 

•  • 

8  8 

2  • 

,  1 

•  • 

1 

1  4 

1 


2m 

M.  F. 


•  • 

.  1 

•  • 

.  2 

•  • 

5  2 

.  1 

1 

4  5 

4  2 

.  2 

3  4 

1  4 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1  4 


Totals. 


21  22  20  27 


Ages  at  Death  -  from  all  causes. 


2m  2m 


From  birth  to  one  day,  . . . 

From  OiiQ  day  to  one  v;eek. 

Over  one  week  but  under  one  /err, 
From  1  to  24  years,  ... 

From  25  to  54  years,  ... 

From  55  to  64  years,  . • . 

From  65  to  74  years,  . . . 

Over  75  years,  ... 


2 

6 

4 

17 

13 


1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

10 

16 


Totals,  47  ^ 


It  will  be  noted  that  13  deaths  are  below  the  age  of  55; 

26  in  the  age  group  55/74  and  25  were  over  75  3'’ears  of  age  at  death. 


% 
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Number  of  Deaths  from  the  Seven  Chief  Causes  and  Conparisons 

with  the  previous  year. 

No. of  Deaths,  Causes  of  Death.  Rate  per  1000  pop 


2m 

2m 

2m 

1254 

9 

11 

Cancer,  . . . 

1.77 

2.17 

1 

1 

Respiratory  (Not  Tuberculosis) 

.20 

.20 

28 

15 

Heart  Discano,  . . . 

5.52 

2.95 

1 

• 

Tuboi'culosic  -  Pulmonary, 

.20 

.00 

• 

• 

Tuberculosis  -  Non  Pulmonary, 

.00 

.00 

2 

5 

Other  Circulatory  Disoases, 

.39 

.98 

-2 

Vascul'-r  Lesions  of  Nervous  System, 

142 

Totals 

11.04 

8.07 

EFFECT lOUS  DISEASES.  There  v;ere  2S  cases  of  notifiable  and/ or 
infectious  diseases  reported  during  1955  >  ‘“is  against 
20  in  1954. 


Analysis  and  coinpc.rions  with  previous  year . 


Meningocoe'eal  Infection, 
Scarlet  Fever, 

Acute  Pneumonia, 

Erysipelas, 9 

Non  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis, 
Whooping  Cough, 

Measles, 

i'lalaria, 


Totals 


2^  2m 

.  2 

1 

2  2 
1  1 

.  1 

3  7 

21  5 
-JL  ^ 

28  20 


TU3ERCUL0S IS .  Again  there  wore  no  new  notifications  of 

Tuberculosis  during  the  year,  the  last  notifications 
being  tv;o  in  1952. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  There  was  one  death  from 
this  cause  during  the  yecr*,  as  against  none  in  1954. 
There  being  two  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1953. 


VAGCDJATIQNS  Al'.'D  IMMUl^ISATIONS.  Records  received  show  that  there 

were  25  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year,  as  against 
21  in  1954«  68  immunisations  were  carried  out,  as 
against  301  in  1954. 

CoDoarisons  and  Age  Groups  of  Vaccinations  and  Inrounisations, 


2m 


2m 


0-5  years  Over  5  0~5  years  Over  5 


Successful  Vaccinations,  17 

Completed  Course  of  Immunisation,  24 


8 

44 


15  6 

49  252 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  ACT.  1946. 


Section  22. 
Section  23. 
Section  24. 
Section  25. 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 
Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Herlth  Visiting, 

Home  Nursing. 


Tliroo  District  Nurse/Midwives  employed  by  the  North  Riding  Couaty 
Council  Carry  out  the  duties  required  by  the  above  sections.  There  is  one 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  in  the  District  -  at  Barningham,  which  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council  and  is  attended  by  a  local  practitioner 
and  the  District  Nurse/Midwife  for  that  area|  full  advan-tage  being  taken 
of  the  facilities  offered. 
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I'lurjbor  of  visits  paid  to  tho  pa  tionts  by  the  Distj-’ict  Nurse/ 
Midwives  during  1955  und'a^*  tji.e  follow: ng  categories  ^  and  conpared  with 
the  saaae  categories  for  1^5-^ « 


Category 

m?. 

1914 

Dcmiciliaj'j  j  'iav'ixerj'’,  , . . 

1021 

1603 

Hone  llu:'sing- 

1471 

4106 

KeajLth  Visiting, 

1496 

2639 

Section  27 »  A’-dpiil.-ince  Service.  This  service  is  provided 

by  the  County  Coujicil  fron  the  Ambtilance  Sta.tlon  at  Richniond  which  ha.s 
a  staff  of  one  Driver/Foreraaii,  one  Shift  Leaxler  and  5  Driver/ Attendants, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Hospital  Car  Service  covers  the  Richraond 
Borough,  and  Rural  Districts  of  Richmond,  Stajrtforth,  Croft  and  Reeth. 

Section  28.  Prevention  of  Illness.  Care  and  After  Cme. 

The  work  of  vaccination  and  iinmnisa.tion,  together  with  the 
advice  sprea.d  b-^  those  working  in  the  Public  Health  Service,  inspectors. 
Midwives,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officers,  Doctors  and  Nurses, 

Liust  all  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  general  health  of  the  coiamunity. 

Section  29«  Domestic  Help  Service* 


This  service  is  provided  by  arrangement  with  the  North  Riding 
County  Council,  and  duxing  1955  eleven  cases  received  help,  as  compared 
with  ten  casvos  in  1954?  the  analysis  and  comparisons  being  as  follows: - 


1955  1954 

Category,  Cases,  nours.  Case'S  Tlours. 

Domciliary  Confinement,  3 

120 

6 

514a- 

Chronic  ^ioK-.  4 

1359 

3 

952 

.Sick  Fnusc  aife,  3 

682 

1 

72 

TaboreiJ..os  i.S;  _1 

Total J  11 

2207 

10 

1538 

Section  51.  Mental  Heahth.  No 

CoiiLiittee 

in 

the  Area  : 

cases  arose  dui'ing  1955 


as  in  1954 


Dental  Service.  This  service  is  provided  by  arrangement  with 
tho  County  Council, 

Nationcal  Assistance  Act  194S.  Section  47  No  cases  removed 
during  the  3’'ear. 


The  remainder  of  this  report  was  oo  ‘pfledbs:"  your  Sanitixy 
Inspector, 

Total  number  of  inspections  for  nuisances  only,  128 
Total  nuiuber  of  nuisances  found,  31 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  served, 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  served,  19 

Public  Cleansing,  During  the  year  a  Sca.venging  Service  operated 
throughtout  the  area  arid  only  remote  ou/b- lying  premises  ;/ere  not  served. 
Refuse  from  the  greater  paxt  of  the  area  is  collected  ’ueelcly  although  in 
a  few  places  a  fortnightly  service  meets  the  requirements,  whilst  a  twice 
weekly  collection  is  ma.de  at  the  military  establishment  in  Startforth, 
Refuse  tips  were  in  operation  at  Micklcton  and  Barninghaja  bot-h  of  v’hich 
are  of  a  seuii-cont  rolled  tj-pe. 

Infectious  Diseases.  No  cases  requiring  disinfection  were 
notified  dm’ing  the  Year, 
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Factorlea  Ar.te  1937  § 


Niiriber  oi  facboricb  ii  vhi-h  .^Qationa  l,2,3j4> 
and  $  CTO  erJ? or ccd  by  iK.oal  Authority,  ...  12 

Nuabor  of  i’^apocticn'’  of  abcvo,  ...  15 

Number  o£  factorioo  no  included  above  in  which 
Section  7  is,  onfcrco  by  Local  Authority,  S 

NuLibor  of  inspectiono  of  above,  ...  11 

Other  preuises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforce 
by  Local  Authority,  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  inspections  of  above,  ...  7 


Inspection  and  supervision  of  food. 

Twenty  shops  are  registered,  most  of  which  are  general 
stores.  Nine  of  these  are  licensed  to  store  ice-cream  for  sale.  One 
milk  dealer  is  registered,  most  of  the  area  being  served  by  producer- 
retailers. 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

Licences  were  issued  to  two  people  to  station  caravans 
on  land  occupied  by  them. '  There  is  one  licensed  camping  site  at  the 
Lendings,  Startforth  and  unlicensed  site  at  ilillfield,  Startforth. 

Sewage.  The  Council  own  modern  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Cotherstone  and  liicidLeton  both  of  which  villages  are  provided  with  a 
satisfactory  systera  of  sewers.  Tne  sewage  disposal  works  at  Barningham, 
Bowes,  Romaldkirk  and  Stsirtforth  eto  inadequate  and  largely  obsolete  and 
are  not  capable  of  producing  a  satisfc,ctory  effluent.  The  villages  of 
Boldron,  Lartington,  Ovington,  Mutton  Magna  and  Hclwick  have  no  proper 
system  of  sowers  or  sewage  disposal  vrorks.  A  similar  situation  obtains 
in  the  small  centres  of  population  in  the  peurishes  of  Bcjrforth,  Gilnonby,  . 
Rokeby,  Hunderthwoite,  Vfyeliffe  and  Thorpe. 

Water  Supply.  rorii.g  the  year  vfork  was  commenced  on  the  provision 
of  a  water  scheme,  embod3-i.ng  the  construction  of  a  reservoir  and  the  laying 
of  mains,  to  provide  a  supply  for  the  village  of  Holwick.  The  Council 
has  its  own  water  under taJeings  in  the  parishes  of  Bowes,  Boldron, 

Barninghaj-i  and  Hutton  Magna.  The  pa  rislies  of  Mickleton,  Cotherstone, 
RomaJdkirk,  Lartington,  Barforth  and  Ovington  .are  supplied  with  water  by 
the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  and  the  paxish  of  Stcirtforth  by  the  Barnard 
Castle  U.D.C.,  the  sources  of  vrhose  supplies  aj*e  situa.ted  within  the 
Startforth  rural  area.  T  he  year  1955  was  noteworthy  for  a  particularly 
fine  and  dry  summer  and  water  supply  difficulties  were  experienced 
in  many  prxts  of  the  country.  VJithin  this  area  difficulties  were  encoun¬ 
tered  with  the  public  supplies  at  Bowes  and  Boldron.  At  the  former  village 
nightly  restrictions  of  the  supply  took  place  for  some  months  whilst  at  the 
latter  the  supply  failed  altogether  and  temporary  puLiping  arrangements  had 
to  be  made. 

Twent;r-six  samples  of  water  for  bacteridogical  examinations 
were  tsiken  during  the  year,  of  v/hich  si:rteen  were  satisfactory  and  ten  un¬ 
satisfactory.  Four  of  the  i-msatisfactory  samples  were  from  public  supplies 
and  appropria.te  remedial  mea.sures  were  taken  in  each  case.  T  he  rema-indor 
of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  came  from  private  supplies,  and  in  each 
case  the  persons  concerned  were  advised. 
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Housing « 

No. of  Statutory  Notices  I'ndor  Housing  icc  .t93'Oj  Section  9,...  Nil 

•'  "  '*  ''  Section  11, . ,  1 

No, of  houses  closed  ns  a  result  of  action  under  Local  Government 

(Mscellaneouc  Frovisicns)  Act,  1953 >  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  Housing  Act, 1949 

received  during  the  year,  ...  Nil 

No,  of  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a)  By  local  Authority,  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  private  persons,  ...  ...  ...  1 


Rodent  Control. 


Domestic  premises  treated,  ...  15 
Sewer  manholes  baited,  ...  72 
Local  Authority  properties  treated,  2 
Other  premises  treated,  ...  4 


